
St. Cecilia Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) Meeting – February 25, 2016 

In Attendance: Fr. Cary, Kevin, Eileen, Bill, Michelle, Shirley, Cherie, Seona 

Absent:  Jack, Judy, Mary 

Meeting minutes from the December 3rd meeting were approved.  

 

Follow up from last meeting 

Facilities questionnaire has been finalized after input from Pastoral Council. It will be administered after Lent so it is not 

a distraction. The questionnaire will be accompanied by a pulpit explanation for 2 weeks. The council reviewed and 

approved the final questionnaire wording with a few small formatting suggestions.  

Goals Discussion 

Faith formation 

Evaluate and enhance our faith formation programs. We are going to continue to evaluate the programs, keep what is 

going well and look for enhancements for areas that are not going so well.  

Specific goals 

 Promote a deeper understanding of the faith and a more profound personal relationship with God. How are we 

doing this?  

 Adult Faith 

i. Women with Spirit: Average 100 to 150 women on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday nights. The first year 

was the basics of the scriptures. This second year, they are talking about the New Testament 

and other areas of spirituality. Out of this, some small groups that meet in women’s houses have 

formed. All the talks are online, and people can go back and listen to them.  

ii. Spiritual retreats: The women’s retreat to Mount Angel for early April is full. 

iii. Men’s Bible Basics: There are about 70 attendees, primarily older men, studying the Old 

Testament.  

iv. Small faith groups: There are about a dozen, long-standing Bible groups. 

v. Seasonal offerings:  For example, Fr. Jacques Phillipe’s presentation during Lent 2016; St. Luke 

Production of St. Therese during Lent 2015.  We can offer these only twice a year because of 

cost. 

vi. RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) for catechizing adults into full communion with the 

Catholic faith.    

 Young Adults 

We have 2 distinct groups: one is young adults who are single, and the other are those who are newly 

married and starting families.  

i. 4th Monday Night at Malone’s:  This group is primarily young singles.  

ii. Potluck Thursdays:  This group meets the 1st and 3rd Thursdays at St. Cecilia. 

iii. Spanish group: This group is larger and is more centered on prayer than social outlets. 

iv. Moms Fellowship:  Small group with primarily young children. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Children 

i. Nursery program:  The numbers are good and have been growing. We are developing more of a 

Montessori type program (Good Shephard Program) for the fall. 

ii. RE (grades 1-5):  The Spanish program is very stable. The English sessions are steady, but 

materials and methods need to be evaluated to determine quality. It is an expensive program 

because of the materials (workbooks that have to be purchased for each child). 

iii. Confirmation program:  There are currently 34 participating, 5 of which attend Catholic school. 

Classes are offered from 10:15am to noon every other Sunday for 6 sessions. How can we 

structure our program to be quality in content and yet dynamic to engage youth?  

iv. Youth Ministry:  We are trying the EDGE (middle school) and Life Teen (high school) programs 

which is videos and small group discussions. The EDGE program has grown from 6 to 19 

participants.  

v. Middle school program:  We should consider beefing this up so it is more intensive and a better 

bridge to high school. 

vi. Seekers program (first communion):  There is now a requirement for parent involvement which 

has led to some parents coming into the church.  

Questions/Observations 

 Do we feel the need to offer something for singles only? 

 Do we want a ministry for parenting and young children? 

 Building and growing a community of believers:  We need to look at the content of our faith formation programs. 

How are we transmitting/promoting those messages to the community? We can build a goal around that, and then a 

goal around building the community. 

 Leaders who are willing to draw people in -- go out into the community and evangelize.  

 One consideration is to partner with other parishes and have each parish provide their area of strength/expertise to 

the community at large.  

 It is hard to grow away from areas that are known traditional successes.  It is nice to explore reinventing ourselves, 

but it is a concern to rock the boat and alienate the parishioners who are already here. We can’t be prisoners of that 

- we have to take some risks in order to grow in some aspects of parish life.  

 Do we want to change the curriculum of Confirmation to make it more streamlined? No, because we find that most 

of the teens that come into this program only have basic catechesis. Even those with a Catholic education are not 

demonstrating a deep understanding of the faith. Our program is streamlined compared to past years, and Father 

thinks that this is a big enough change. We have a generation of teens who are not highly catechized.  

 

 

Goals  

 Evaluate the RE program and materials.  

 Beef up the middle school program.  

How are we promoting/communicating what we offer?  

 Website 

 Bulletin 

 Ministry pages 

 Flock Notes text/email updates for certain groups 

Next meeting, Amy and Mary will be invited and included in the discussion around improving their respective programs.     


